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“The big World War I word, however, was doughboy, which - 


had first seen some use during the Civil War. No one knows 
for sure where the word comes from, tt may come from: (1) 
doughboy, which meant a fried sweet commeal cake by 1770, 
then a small globular biscuit served to sailors, was then used as 
a name for the globular brass buttons on some Civil War infantry 
uniforms, and was finally used as a name for the soldiers them- 


selves; (2) the fact that the U.S. infantry once wore white belts - 


which had to be cleaned with pipe clay “dough,” causing the 
cavalry to call mere infantrymen doughhoys; (3) from adobe, a 
slighting name for soldiers used by Spanish speakers in the 
Southwest since the lace 1840s, because the soldiers were some- 
times comfortably quartered in adobe buildings. About 40% of 
the doughboys were volunteers, the rest were drafted under 
the Selective Service Act passed on May 18, 1917, six weeks 
after the U.S. entered the war, and which registered 24 million 
men between 18 and 45 years of age. Five million doughboys 
were enrolled for military training. 
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This book is to be neither an accusation nor a con- 
fession, and least of all an adventure, for death is 
not an adventure to those who stand face to face 
with it. It will try simply to tell of a generation of 
men’ who, even though they may have escaped its 
shells, were destroyed by the war. - 
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- Erich Maria Remarque 
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This production is dedicated with thanks to those who made 
it possible-- 


President Barry L. Mellinger 
and the 
Board of Trustees 
of the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College 
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The MAGNOLIA SERIES is the designation for the Mississippi 
history tapes to be issued on an occasional basis by the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, at the behest of 
President Barry L. Mellinger and the Board of Trustees. The 
productions are available free of charge to any interested party 
and bear no restrictions on use. 


Those interested should send a new video tape to: 


Charles L. Sullivan 

Chairman, Dept. of Social Studies 
MGCCC (Perkinston Campus) 

P.O. Box 142 

Perkinston, MS 39573 


Since all productions will run less than 30 minutes, the length 
of the tape is of no consequence. 


1. Because the college does not stock BETA or U-MATIC tapes, 
the program will be placed on the actual tapes received in the 
mail. 


2. Because the college does stock all lengths of VHS tapes, a 
stockpile in this format already exists. Hence, when a new VHS 
tape is received it will be placed on the shelf and an already 
extant tape sent out. This is why NEW tapes are requested. 


3. If, for some reason, you wish to send some type of high 
resolution expensive tape, please enclose instructions for the 
program to be placed on that particular tape and it shall be done. 


4. Please allow two weeks for delivery of a normal order. A 
special order will require somewhat longer. 
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THE Diary or HENRY JETTON TubDuRY: 


MississipPi1’s Most DecorATED DOUGHBOY OF 
Wor.Lp War I 


Edited by Charles Sullivan 


Henry Jetton Tudury of Bay St. Louis enlisted in the regular 
Army on April 24, 1917, just eighteen days after the American 
declaration of war against Imperial Germany. When he returned 
home a private on August 9, 1919, nearly nine months after the 
Armistice, he wore numerous battle bars, the Purple Heart,’ the 
Distinguished Service Cross,? and the Croix de Guerre.’ Since no 
Mississippi soldier won the Congressional Medal of Honor in 
World War I and the D.S.C. is the nation’s second highest award 
for valor,‘ then than medal together with the other qualifies 


Mr. Sullivan is chairman of the Department of Social Studies at Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Junior College, Perkinston Campus. 


‘Since 1932 the Purple Heart has been awarded only to soldiers wounded in battle, but during 
World War I it was awarded for ‘‘any singular meritorious action or service.’’ Tudury did indeed 
suffer wounds, but that in itself was not sufficient cause for awarding the medal at the time. 
Government Printing Office, The Medal of Honor of the United States Army (Washington, 1948), 
461. 

*Congress instituted the Distinguished Service Cross in 1918 stipulating that the medal be 
awarded only to those members of the U.S. Army who “distinguished themelves by extraor- 
dinary heroism in connection with military operations against an armed enemy.” Ibid., 459-67. 
General John J. Pershing (called “Black Jack’’ due to his Spanish-American War command of 
black troops), in his capacity as Commander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary Force 
(A.E.F.), personally awarded the D.S.C.to Henry Tudury on March 3, 1919. Edward M. Coffman, 
The War to End All Wars: The American Military Experience in World War I (New York, 1968), 
45. Distinguished Service Cross Citation in possession of Elsie Tudury Benigno and Marie 
Tudury Johnson of Bay St. Louis. 

*The French government established the Croix de Guerre in April, 1915, for the purpose of 
rewarding individuals for specific acts of bravery. Since Tudury lost this medal in the streets of 
Bay St. Louis during a post-war Armistice Day parade and because the lower portion of the cita- 
tion document has now crumbled into dust, it is no longer possible to discern the specific battle 
stars accompanying the award. Field Marshal Henri Petain, Commander-in-Chief of the French 
Army fighting in France, personally decorated Tudury on July 18, 1919. Guido Rosignoli, Rib- 
bons of Orders, Decorations and Medals (New York, 1977), Plate 7; 88. Croix de Guerre Citation in 
possession of Elsie Tudury Benigno and Marie Tudury-Johnson of Bay St. Louis. 

‘Government Printing Office, Medal of Honor, 251-70; 459-67. 
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Tudury as Mississippi’s most highly decorated soldier of the 
Great War. 

In addition to the medals, Tudury brought back a dented 
helmet,® a number of military documents and posters, several 
photographs, and a 5-by 3'-inch diary detailing his experiences 
from the day he enlisted until the day he returned. For its first : 
twenty-four pages, the diary is more properly a memoir, since he 
apparently wrote it with the same pen over the course of a few 
days in March, 1919, while on occupation duty in defeated Ger- 
many. Since a unit history had been completed by that time, 
Tudury quite possibly referred to it and/or personal notes to 
recreate dates and events. After completing the twenty-four 
pages of inked narrative on the fronts of sheets, Tudury then 
used the blank backs opposite to pencil in expansions of certain 
topics mentioned in the narrative. Those penciled notations ap- 
pear in brackets in this reproduced version. Following March, 
1919, the book becomes properly a diary. 

After his homecoming, Tudury accepted the United States 
Veterans Bureau’s offer of schooling and enrolled at New 
Orleans’s Delgado Institute for a course in mechanical drafting. 
Upon completion of the course on. April 30, 1924, he received a 
certificate of graduation from the Veterans Bureau declaring him 
‘rehabilitated.’ He returned to Bay St. Louis from New Orleans 
to become a baker. 

But he was not rehabilitated. ‘‘It will try simply to tell of a 
generation of men who, even though they escaped its shells, were 
destroyed by the war.’’ So reads the classic thesis of Erich Maria 
Remarque’s All Quiet on the Western Front. Henry Jetton 
Tudury, his lungs seared by carcinogenic mustard gas, was subject 
to nervous attacks, jitters, and generally ill health, and he sought 
solace in the bottle and Prince Albert ready-roll cigarettes. His 
children were forbidden to shoot firecrackers or make any loud 


‘All American soldiers who served overseas during World War I were allowed to take a 
helmet and a gas mask as souvenirs. Coffman, The War to End All Wars, 358. Tudury took the 
one dented on his head by a German shell. 

*Ibid. Certificate of Graduation in His Employment Objective Issued to a Veteran of the 
World War by the United States Veterans Bureau. Document in possession of Elsie Tudury 
Benigno and Marie Tudury Johnson of Bay St. Louis. 
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noise, but when he was in his cups, Tudury would fire his 45 
caliber pistol into the air. He died of cancer in 1952.’ 
He is interred in St. Mary’s Cemetery in Bay St. Louis under 
an army grave marker which reads: 
HENRY J. TUDURY 


MISSISSIPPI 
SGT. COB. 59 INF 4 DIV 
~ WORLD WAR I DSC-PH . 
NOV 22, 1895 © MAY 21, 1952 


The plaque reflects his rank and unit designation soon after his 
enlistment but is in error regarding the year of his birth, which 
was 1885. 

_ Tudury’s manuscript has been reproduced here intact, with 
spelling and punctuation unchanged. 


Enlisted in regular army April 24th 1917. left Jackson barricks® for 
‘Brownsville Texas in same month, arrive at Gettysburg the latter part of 
June, and was from 4th transferred to 59th Infantry when it was organized in 
July. I was Mess Sgt, made Sept. 24 1917 arrived in Charlotte N.C. in Nov 8th 
1917. and was transferred to 12 M. G. Bn in Nov 1917. as Mess Sgt of Co. C.° 
took a (French leave) at X Mas time, and was home for XMas, & had a splendid 
time, and was married to Miss Zelma Bermond of Bay St Louis Miss, [Was 
Married Dec 27/17" and had a great time for three day’s, lef home 11.30 on No. 
2 and when I was seated in the car tear’s came into my eyes and was, very 
much downhearted, to leave my love ones as I knew it would be a long time 
before I would see them again, if at all Zelma Mother Dad ‘‘Sis” ‘‘Lil & Bro H 
seen me off. Laura & Mae Rene] I returned to my Company and was reduced as 
Sgt and made Act Cpl. Train departed from Camp Greene N.C. 1.30 PM April 


"Interview with Elsie Tudury Benigno and Marie Tudury Johnson at Bay St. Louis on May 
14, 1984. 

*Jackson Barracks, Louisiana. Discharge Certificate in possession of Elsie Tudury Benigno 
and Marie Tudury Johnson of Bay St. Louis. 

‘The 12th Machine Gun Battalion was formed December 1, 1917, at Camp Greene, North 
Carolina, from elements of the 58th and 59th Infantry regiments. It was from its inception a unit 
of the 8th Infantry Brigade of the Fourth Division American Expeditionary Force (A.E.F.). Louis 
C. Dethlefs, History: 12th Machine Gun Battalion, 8th Infantry Brigade, Fourth Division, 
December 1917 to July 1919-Aisne-Marne, St. Mihiel, Meuse-Argonne; Army of Occupation 
(Coblenz, Germany, 1919), 9. 

"Marriage License in possession of Elsie Tudury Benigno and Marie Tudury Johnson of Bay 
St. Louis is dated December 25, 1917. 
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26" “C” & “D” CO & 9th Brigade HQ’s arrived at Washington 5 A.M. arrived 
at Camp Mill’s April 26th 1918. [Enjoyed, the sights of N.Y. New Jersey, the 
Brooklyn bridge, and many other sights on the Hudson, I was put in charge of 
a “‘Whop’’” squad and didn’t like that much We visited all of the close by 
towns, and had a good time, they had a big aviation field near by, which in- 
terested us] 

May 6th Left Camp Mills at 6.45 A.M. boarded Transport Aquitania’? 
11.30 A.M. 

May 7th 1918 Sailed from N.Y. harbor at 8. A.M. 

May 9th Target practice by crew on ship 

May 11th Began “Zig Zig” going course” 

May 12th all troops wearing life belts until Port is reached 

May 13th Escort of 5 U.S. destroyers joined us at 6. AM. 

May 14th arrived at Liverpool harbor at 10.45 A.M. Docked at 4 P.M. Left 
on train at 5.15. PM. passed London at 11. P.M. . 

May 15th arrivd at Dover 11.40 A.M. had a good look at Dover Castle and 
could hear big guns in Flanders. . 

May 16th Left Dover 9. AM: crossed the English channel and arrived in 
Calais France 11.A.M. quarter at rest camp No 6 and witnessed a big air raid 
that night & thought the world was coming to an end. . 

May 19th 1918 left Calais 9. A.M. Via Boulogne to Samar by R.R. 


-Marched to Leturne and pitched shelter tents. [I suffered from a sprained arch, 


3 days after we Steamed from N.Y. sprained it going down to F. deck where 
my bunk was, and suffered intense pain, I would hardly put my left foot on the 


_ ground, and had to hike wth a full pack I had it for two weeks.] were bombed 


by German air raiders Sgt of Co. B. killed. first casualty of 4th Div’ 

May 23rd Hostile air raid on Etaples, three Hospitals bombed 50 
casualties. . 

May 24th Hostile air raid on Etaples Hospitals bombed one badly dam- 
aged, 200 Casualties. 

May 30th same thing hap- as on May 24th and 200 Casualties on May 31 st. 
[We witnessed several air battles here, and it looked to us as if it was great 
sport, and we were all wishing that we were aviators, went to Rifle school, we 


"After five months of intensive training with Colt and Vickers machine guns and in infantry 
drills and gas defense, the battalion entrained at Camp Greene on April 26, 1918, with the 
destination being Camp Mills, Long Island, New York. Dethlefs, History: 12th Machine Gun Bat- 
talion, 9. 

“The Aquitania was a British transport vessel. Ibid. 

The “zig-zag” sailing pattern was standard submarine avoidance procedure for all Allied 
ships entering the U-boat ‘death zone” established around the British Isles by German ‘wolf 
packs.”’ Coffman, The War to End All Wars, 96. 

“Sunday, May 19, 1918, Sergeant Benjamin Lair of Co. B died of shrapnel wounds inflicted 
by a German bomb. Dethlefs, History: 12th Machine Gun Battalion, 9. 
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had English ‘‘instructors,’”’'® the told us, that we, the Bloody Yank’s were all 
experts, and that ‘Jerry” was going to catch hell’’] 

June 1st 1918. Went to English Channel on a 12 mile hike to take a bath, 
we were well heated up, & the water was good & cold. [It was some sight to see 
the whole Battallion (800 men) on the beach ‘‘Naked as a new born Jay bird”’ 
on our hike we seen big chalk & stone quarries & mountains and met plenty of 
English Soldiers] ; 

June 9th Left Latern by ‘‘Hobnail” transportation’’'* and hiked 3 day’s to 
a R.R. station 

June 14th Boarded train” for Paris 

June 15th arrived in Paris 9 A.M. left 11.A.M. and arrived at Meaux 
France 4 P.M. and Billited there. 

June 17th Left Meaux 8.30 A.M. hiked to Armentiers and went into 
Stables & Barnes 

June 20th 1918 Started training on Hotchkiss guns with “frog” instruc- 
tors [When we first recieved the Hotchkiss M. Gun we thought they were no 
good but they proved themselves to be the best Gun on the lines an accurate 
firing gun, and one that stood abuseing, and after the armistice was signed we 
got the Browning & didn’t like them as good as the Hotchkiss] 

July 4th Had big field meet'* 

July 8th Company left Armentiers, & went into camp along canal at 
Maif.'* 

July 17. Left Maif 5 A.M. and hiked, with full packs to the Chateau- 
Thierry front. encourtented heavy rain that night, & could not see where we 
were going, when we reached the battle-grounds a heavy barrage was going on. 
20 men killed in woods by air raiders 


*F or its first training on foreign soil, the battalion was attached to the 16th British Division. 
Subjects included the Vickers machine gun, gas defense, and trench warfare. Ibid. 

Marching in hobnailed boots. 

‘The doughboys never forgot the signs nailed to the sides of these small French railway 
cars~‘‘40 Hommes; 8 Chaveaux.’’ The 40 men-8 horses theme led to the formation of a post-war 
veterans’ organization known as the Society of the 40 and 8. After the war, France sent each of 
the 48 states one of the rail carriages filled with gifts and art treasures and wrapped in red, white, 
and blue bunting. Mississippi's car stands on a rail spur behind the Old Capitol Museum in 
Jackson. Mississippi State Department of Archives and History, French Gratitude Train Collec- 
tion (Jackson, 1949), 2 boxes. 

The 12th Machine Gun Battalion went as a unit to Changis Sur Marne for a Fourth of July 
field meet and ball game with the 10th Machine Gun Battalion. Dethlefs, History: 12th Machine 
Gun Battalion, 10. 

*May-En-Multien. Ibid. 

In this Second Battle of the Marne (July 15 - August 7 1918), the Americans supported the 
French by holding a sector of the front bordering the Marne River for 12 miles east of Chateau- 
Thierry. Coffman, The War to End All Wars, 224. 
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July 18th Went over the top,” I was special runner for Capt Hoopes,®? who 
got mangled, by a direct hit in front of me, about 10 yards. [Capt Hoopes was a 
very brave man, he exposed himself too much, & showed too much personal 
bravery. We fought in wheat fields, and on hills, and we, were good and shot 
up, at the time I was done up we had only one officer left. I was shelled- 
shocked, for 2 hours a high explosive burst 10 ft right by me] 

July 18th 19th 20th* we were doing heavy fighting, when I was Gassed ° 
two or three times, but stuck to my post until I ran into a gass shell, and dont 
know how I left the battle field, was taken to Base Hospital 46 and was so 
weak could not stand up but ragained strength, and was back with my Com- 
pany in two weeks, they were preparing for St Mihiel sector Verdon front. 

Aug 17th arrived at Chalvarenes went in billets, we were replaced with 
N.A men” and got new Officers [August 17th Witnessed a hard fought air bat- 
tle and we had to keep well under cover, as they had ‘‘Boo Coo” enemy 
Scouting planes, in the battle the French & American planes brought down the 
“Boch” planes one came down right by us, but we could not go & see it.]} 

Sept 2nd Left Chalvarines in ‘‘Frog’’ trucks & rode 80 Klms unloaded in 
woods & had to keep under cover, and if you would get caught lighting a match 
after dark, you would run a chance of getting shot 

Sept 5th Loaded on Trucks rode in trucks ‘‘and rode in trucks” all night 
and unloaded in St Mihiel sector Verdon front [When we unloaded from the 
trucks in woods, we slept in, rain & mud, a friend of mine & myself went down 
in a dug out, we lit a match, and the French had Burrows” in there, which was 
used for carrying large shells on top ofa high hill they scared the hell out of us, 
so we had to lay in the mud & rain.]} 

Sept 7th layed quite for 5 days 

Sept 12th Started drive 1.30 A.M. and drove the ‘“‘Hun’s”’ and made them 
hit the high spots “until they hit Metz 


"Company C (Tudury’s company) provided machine gun cover for the 1st Battalion of the 
58th Infantry during the opening phases of this attack, which began at 4:33 a.m. on July 18, 
1918. Dethlefs, History: 12th Machine Gun Battalion, 14. 

"Captain Harold C. Hoopes, [bid., 5. 

*”Tudury won the Distinguished Service Cross for ‘‘Extraordinary heroism ... at Cour- 
champs, France, on 18-20 July 1918." D.S.C. Citation in possession of Elsie Tudury Benigno and 
Marie Tudury Johnson of Bay St. Louis. In the confused fighting of July 18-20, Company C also 
provided covering fire for French troops relieving American infantrymen. In that manner Tudury 
won the Croix de Guerre. Dethlefs, History: 12th Machine Gun Battalion, 14. Kat Bergeron, 
“Henry Tudury Was a Fighting Man's Fighter,”’ The Sun/The Daily Herald (November 29, 1981). 

Apparently a reference to National Army men. Regulars, such as Tudury, looked down on 
National Guardsmen, and both regulars and Guardsmen felt superior to ‘‘N.A. men,” who were 
draftees inducted after conscription began on July 20, 1917. Coffman, The War to End All Wars, 
24-30, 61-62. 

*Burros or donkeys. 
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Sept 15th 1918 was relieved and went back into woods, was sleeping in a 
French dug-out in a high bunk, in there was 2 Frenchmen with a telephone 
communication for the Artillery a high explosive, hit by the little window of 
the dug-out, and blew me out of bed, they all thought I was killed, when I came 
to myself, I was laughing, the Frenchmen Said you surely have some nerve, 
you are a good Soldier, another dug-out was hit the same night but just 
knocked a part of the top off, no body hurt. [In this dug-out we were teaching * 
the “Frog’s ”’ how to speak english, and they were teaching us, French, I was 
carrying a message through a barrage, and passed, by a battery of 75’s and the 
“Frogs’’ thought I was afraid to fire one of them but, I showed them different, 
and fired one of them twice, and asked them How many ‘“‘Boches’’ they 
thought I killed] 

Sept 22nd Started hiking to Verdun front 

Sept 25 Took up position on Toul sector 

Sept 26th Over the top support 58th Infantry thousands of prisoners 
taken. 

Sept 30th Took over front lines in woods, and met plenty of resistence, by 
Machine-gun nest’s. 

Oct 4th Over the top in Argonne forest, and took Dead man’s hill [Hill No. 
234 known as Dead mans hill, looked like the top of a pepper box, full of shell 
holes, This was the hill that the ‘‘Frog’s”’ said that we never would take, but 
we took it and advanced many more miles, when the Germans made a stand it 


_ was on the Meuse river We suffered great losses from Austrian 88ths & tear 


gas & heavy shell fire.] 

Oct 5th were relieved, and went back, by the artillery, and the enemy put 
over plenty of gas attacks. 

Oct 9th Went up to front lines to put over M.G. barrage for 39th Infantry 
at 6 A.M. Sgt Stone killed and five men. {I had just left the spot were Sgt 
Stone and others were killed, in this particular position, we were attacked, by 
heavy shell-fire & all kinds of Gas and we were very hungry thirsty & tired out, 
plenty of mud & we were wet for about 20 days, and we were just loaded with 
German ‘‘Cooties,” we had to fight the ‘‘cooties’’ & ‘‘Gerry’s’’ too.] We were in 
the Meuse-Argonne from Sept 25 to Oct 22nd we were going through tortures 
of hell, where the bloodiest battles Took place & the final one [The Meuse- 
Argonne Battle was the bloodiest battle of them all that I was in, men were 
getting torn to, piecies by, direct fire from Austrian 88ths & one pounders, I 
was hit on the “‘bean”’ by a head of a three inch shell, I dont think it had full 
speed, it bent my helmet, and dazed me for about five minutes, my head 
stopped the helmet from bending more, had a hickey on my head] 

Oct 23 relieved from Meuse-Argonne, and started, on a hike for 7 days 150 
miles, arrived in woods all worn out, and feet swollen, I was signal Corporal in 
the Meuse-Argonne battle, having 19 runners in charge, which was the back- 
bone of the Company, when the Argonne battle was over, 2 runners and myself 
were the only ones left in Co headquarters, three of my runners, got hit right in 
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the back of me when we were going over the top in the Argonne battle, the 
Hun’s walked right up on our M. Gun’s the Infantry being dug in, in the back 
of us we put a pistol barrage on them, 2 were killed and 3 taken prisoners. 
[When the “Huns” walked up on our M Guns, they killed Sgt Norton & 
wounded Sgt Platt, our Packs & Iron rashing’s” were hit by a direct hit & 
blowed to hell Capt Williams of West Virginia, moved from that spot, and I 
had to stay there, in charge of our company P.C. and was wishing for a shell to: 
tear me up, so as to put me out of my suffering] I was granted a furlough Oct 
26 to aix Les Baines France, & stopped at a big hotel, and it was the first bed I 
hit in months, the rest did me a world of good [When my furlough was granted, 
I never did enjoy, a rest like I did that one, being right off the lines we were 
slipping all around the Oiled floors of the Hotels, and didn’t know how to han- 
dle, a fork & knife, and was very nervous, more than once I thought my nerves 
were going to fail me, after being shell-shocked on C-Thierry front.] I seen the 
2,000 year old Roman Remains and took a trip on top of the Alps, I arrived 
back to my Company Oct 8th?’ and we were going to make an attack on Metz 
the following night the Armistice was signed 

Nov 20th 1918 we started our march to the Rhine, we left Bouco France at 
8.30 hiked until 4 C.L. pitched pup tents in ‘‘no-mans” land in Toul front [In 
this Toul front, when we woke up next morning the frost was, on the ground 
like snow, and we were all stoved up, but we had to continue our march.] 

Nov 21st hiked 42 kilometers arrivd in Rumbach Alsace Lorraine at mid- 
night [ The thing tickled us the most, on our march was to see the Home made 
American flags hanging out of windows all through Lorraine they made us feel 
good, the Lorraine people were cheering us, a great deal. They were saying 
“Vive La’ American”’ and never seen so many small children in all of my life] 

Nov 22nd My Birthday 33 yrs hiked all day and that night billeted in large 
school house in a big town. [I curshed all-day on my Birth day, but had to hike 
20 miles, we had feet inspections as plenty of the men were falling out they 
told us to wash our feet.] 

Nov 23rd Hiked all day and arrived at Hofferman stayed there several 
days. 


_ Iron rations were tinned foods to be opened in extremis only with an officer’s permission. 
An individual portion consisted of a tin of bully beef, a few biscuits, a wedge of moldy cheese, and 
a tin of sugared tea. The quality of these rations is exposed by one officer’s explanation to a 
solider, ‘You don’t eat your Iron Rations until your belly button hits your back bone and your 
hip bones show out of your trousers.”” Malcolm Brown, Tommy Goes to War (London, 1978), 78. 
John Ellis, Eye Deep in Hell: Trench Warfare in World War I (New York, 1976), 172. 

"He obviously means November 8. According to Dethlefs, History: 12th Machine Gun Bat- 
talion, 31, the attack on Metz was scheduled for November 12, but the Armistice went into effect 
on November 11, 1918, at 11:00 a.m. 
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Nov 28th Thanksgiving-day had beans for dinner and “army chicken”’ for 
supper (corned Willie)” all the boy’ s were curshing like hell” including myself. 

Dec 1st started hikeing again hiked 6 day’s, and hit Luxemburg 

Dec 10th have been hikeing all of the time sleeping in barnes stables, and 
such place, as we could find, Men & animals all in [We had a hard time getting 
places to sleep & was getting very little to eat, we would eat the Germans 
Stock beats at night in the barnes, the Germans treated us pretty good, as’ 
they were afraid of us at first, but they found us to be the best Soldiers they 
had went up against] 

Dec 15th 1918 Crossed the Mosel river at Zell [when we crossed the Mosel 
river at Zell it made me think of my Wife as her name is Zelma, and I call her 
“Zell” for short. ‘‘ha ha’’] 

Dec 18th Rained all day Batn moved 5 miles to get room to sleep 

Dec 25th Had a bum Dinner, I took part in a black face show given by the 
Co (8 of us) and tried to occupy my mind, but was thinking of home like ‘‘hell”’ 
the show was a success, my name was Mr. Boten. 

Jan 1st 1919 ‘‘The fatal blow’ I fired my 45 at 12.00 thinking I was at 
home and was put in the guard house for one, month and was fined 30 dollars 
and reduced to private from Cpl. [When I was relieved from the guard-house I 
found out that I was recommended for a D.S.C. and was made Co Mechanic & 
received the D.S.C. later] 

Feb 18th Left Sehl and moved on top of the highest mountain in sight toa 
burg called Faid ‘“‘some dump.”’ 

March 18th The big day a riview by General Pershing and the Decoration 
of H.J.T. and 21 others of the Division of D.S.C.’s the day was very cold, we 
hiked about 4 miles to the review grounds, the snow was hitting us hard in the 
faces [In General Pershings speech he praised us highly, and said that we were 
an unexcelled Division, and the only Division in the A.E.F. that gained its ob- 
jective in the time given I took in the review with General Pershing on the 
review stand, and the rest of the decorated men, I was some proud] and on our 
way back I rec’d from the Y.M.C.A. a pack of cookies, being the first time I 
rec’d anything from them free with the exception of stationary, I was very 
proud of my Cross [Rec’d a long letter from Mother March 29th which cheered 
me up We could not write many letters on the lines] 

March 31st we are billited in an old Germans work shop, we have a room 
on top of the work shop [The place where we are billited here, we are scattered 


*Corned means “‘salted”’ or ‘‘pickled,”’ and ‘‘Willie’’ is likely a derisive reference to Kaiser 
Wilhelm IT of Germany. Corned Willie, even though Tudury referred to it as “Army Chicken,” 
was apparently corned beef or corned beef hash. Milford M. Mathews (ed.), Dictionary of 
Americanisms on Historical Principles (Chicago, 1951), 400. 
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all around, and have got to walk about a mile for ‘“‘chow”’ The snow falls most 
of the time on this mountain, we can plainly see a Castle that Napolian 
wrecked 200 years ago & we give the Fraulines hell with snow bails, the whole 
Co has snow ball fights.] Saddler J. H Boyce, Mechanic A. N. Nelson of Chi 
and Mech H. J. Tudury we have formed an ‘‘Jazz’’ band amoung ourselves and 
pass the time away that way, we call it the ‘‘Yukalale Jazz’’ we made one of the 
pieces out of wood 50 years old. and one is made from a ‘‘Frog’’ canteen, and’ 
we have a German 77 shell for a symbol, and ‘‘etc” [We are now waiting with 
patience for the time to go home, we get the “‘long lonesome blues’’ often 
Nothing to do much but hang around and I ’am tired looking at this.Country.] 

March 1919 Reported to - Major Almond and was highly, congratulated in 
regards to the decoration of the D.S.C. and he also told me that the Batallion 
was Very proud of me, not only for the good work & bravery on one frot but all 
of them the 4th Div. was on 

April 10th 1919 Left Faid Germany at 8:00 P.M. Via ‘“hobnail” express, 
and hiked three day’s, arrived at a ‘‘disease” by the name of Krepp on the 
Rhine near Cologne, on the 12th of april 3 .A.M. I’am billited where I can see 
the Rhine in full view [I took a long trip on the Rhine, and seen many 
Historical places the Ex Kaisers Castle a big fort, with old Glory floating on 
top of it, at the Mosel-Rhine rivers stands the Kaiser Willhelm the first monu- 
ment, we were taken all through the City of Coblenez] 

April 28 - 1919 Grand decoration of the 12th M.G. Bat Colors, by Gen. 
Hershey” 

April 17th Left Kripp 17th turned in all of our “‘stuff’’ & Billited in bar- 
racks on the Rhine in a town named Remagen the same day 

May 26th We had orders to go home, but they were changed, until peace is 
signed, nothing else doing 

June 10th Left Remagen & arrived in Bordendorf the same day, the whole 
Company doing fatigue duty, painting trucks and etc. 

June 14th Big Field meet of the whole 4th Div 59th “Inf” takes the 
honors, held at Neureneam Germany (they had a big circus, rough riders, buck- 
ing horses & mules, plenty of music & refreshments all free. Oh Boy” (The hap- 
py Day) Bodendorf Germany 6/28/19 Peace signed by Mueller and Dr. Bell for 
Germany, for U.S. Lansing White & House (President Wilson Bliss & Staff 
leaves for U.S. Sunday June 29th on board U.S.S.S. George Washington 

Homeward Journey 

July 12th Left Bodendorf hiked to Sinzin Gmy entrained for Brest France 
passed through Cologne Gmy at 4 O C passed the coal regions of France 
passed through Belgium & witnessed the great Destruction in Belgium ar- 
rived in Brest France on the 15th July 


**Major General Mark L. Hersey, Commanding General Fourth Division. Poster titled 
American Expeditionary Forces 1917-1919 in possession of Elsie Tudury Benigno and Marie 
Tudury Johnson of Bay St. Louis. 
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July 15th 1919 It made us feel real good to see, the harbor at Brest France, 
we rode in box cars, and we were jammed together like sardines in a box We 
rode 68 hours, we were glad to arrive We are not allowed to go out of camp. I 
have no money & that accounts for no Sounirs from France On my trip to 
Brest I allso seen the Battle ground of Brebiers, Douai, Arras, Amiens (on the 
Flanders front) Destruction that the eyes could hardly believe, the French peo- 
ple greeted us back from the A of O*” with plesent smiles which was quite’ 
noticable, after being with the Dutch 6 months 

July 18th 1919 One year ago I was on the Battle field) I was Decorated by 
General Petain to-day with the Cross de Guerre for extraordinary bravery 
while fighting with the French, in the 2nd battle of the Marne, it was held at 
the continental hotel Brest Champagne & good wine & fine cakes were served 
to us, while the 58ths Band Played had a good time 

July 21st 1919 left Brest at 12.30 AM and boarded Steamer Von Steuben 
at 20 C A.M. and Steamed away 7.30 A.M. we seen a large school whales, I 
allso fell down the E. deck ladder, & liked to broke my left arm first accident, 
first day out, plenty seasickness . 

July 22nd 1919 Second day out, we had boat drill, we are packed & 
jammed, I’am sleeping, in the top bunk, which is four high, my head being 2: 
feet from upper deck, I have a hell of a time getting in my bunk, which is about 
a foot over my head the space between bunks being 2 feet we kick each other in 
the face 

July 29th 1919 Arrived O.K. at Hoboken N.J. it made us feel good, to see 
the statue of Liberty. we entrained to camp Merrit, we were given all kinds of 
good things, from different Societies the weather good & hot. It took us 7 days 
& a half to cross the Ocean, 3139 miles 

July 30th 1919 Waiting in barracks at camp Merrit N.J. to be shipped to 
our home camp, nothing to do but hang around 

August 3 1919 Entrained for Camp Shelby 

August Sth 1919 arrived at Camp Shelby (hot as hell) 

August 7th 1919 all papers made out, & allso signed my discharge papers 

9th of August Discharged and arrived home this night, & was given a 
grand reception 

Fini 


Serial 562712 


*The detachments of the American Expeditionary Force detailed for peacetime occupation 
duty in Germany were collectively termed ‘“‘Army of Occupation” and carried out ‘““The Watch on 
the Rhine.”’ Dethlefs, History: 12th Machine Gun Battalion, 35. 
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APPENDIX 1 


Henry Jetton Tudury: Mississippi's Most Decorated Doughboy, 
the first production in the MAGNOLIA SERIES was completed on Nov. 


22, 1988, the 103rd anniversary of Tudury's birth. 

The existence of Tudury's diary-memoir came to my attention 
through an article entitled, "Henry Tudury was a Fighting Man's 
Fighter," written by columnist Kat Bergeron for the Sun/Herald 
newspaper on Nov. 29, 1981. While in the process of writing my 
first book, Mississippi Gulf Coast: Portrait of a People, I 
sought out his two daughters, Elsie Tudury Benigno and Marie 
Tudury Johnson, and secured from them the diary-memoir and all 
pictures and artifacts regarding their father's service in the 
Great War. 

These materials were transported from Bay St. Louis to 
Perkinston and extensviely photographed in two formats--color 
Slides and black and white prints. The following is a list of 
each item in the Tudury Collection used in this production. 


I. Photographs (These are included here so that the viewer will 
know which pictures in the production are actually Henry Jetton 
Tudury. ) 

1. One bust shot of HJT in uniform circa 1917. 


2. One photo of HJT made in late 1917 leaning against a rail 
fence in Gettysburg, Pa. The reverse of this picture bears 
the legend in HJT's hand: 

This was taken in Gettysburg just before 
we left. Take good notice of the background. 
You can see the 4th Inf. mess halls and also 
a large monument to the right and the space 
between me, use to be our parade grounds. 
bye, bye. 12/2/17 Charlotte, N.C. 
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3. One large panorama of Co. B, 59th Infantry posed against 
the rocks of Devil's Den at Gettysburg in 1917. 


4. One photograph of Gen. John J. "Black Jack" Pershing 
pinning the Distinguished Service Cross on Tudury. This 
photo was made March 18, 1919, by a free-lance photo- 
grapher in Germany. According to Elsie Tudury Benigno, 
her father later saw the photo by accident in the photo- 
grapher's show window and purchased it. 
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i Trio--one sitting 

. o pictures of the Ukalalee Jazz Band 

: aa SHE standing. The two photos were shot in Germany on 
April 4, 1919. HIT is on the left and the other two men 


are J.H. Boyce and A.N. Nelson. 
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6. One photo of HJT, an unidentified marine, an unidentified 
Sailor and an unidentified nurse . HJT, on the left, in 
addition to his DSC is wearing the Croix de Guerre which 
he received in ceremonies in Brest, France, on July 18, 
1919. Likely the photo was shot on that occasion or very 
soon thereafter. 


8. 


One photo of HJT's four daughters circa 1940s. 
is slightly out of focus) 


(Picture 


II. 


Ill. 


IV. 


Medals and Citations 


1. 


a 


4. 


DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS MEDAL (in original case) and 
citation document dated 3 March 1919, signed by John J. 
Pershing. Also a certificate for the same medal issued 
22 January 1926, signed by Dwight Davis, Secretary of 
War. 


Citation document for the CROIX DE GUERRE in the name of 
Henry J. Tudury. Much of this document has crumbled. 
According to Elsie Tudury Benigno, her father lost the 
medal during an Armistice Day parade through the streets 
of Bay St. Louis. 


PURPLE HEART MEDAL 


CAMPAIGN MEDAL with bars reading "Aisne-Marne," "St. 
Mihiel," “Meuse-Argonne" and “Offensive Sector." 


Posters (The first three appear in the production's opening, 
the last as HJT arrives home.) 


"American Expeditionary Forces: A Soldier's Creed" 
"The Soldier's Record: Service in the World War" 
"Army of Occupation: March on the Rhine" 


"Columbia Gives to her Son the Accolade of the New Chivalry 
of Humanity" 


Miscellaneous Artifacts 


‘bs 
2. 
3. 


4. 


One identification braclet for HJT 
One "dog tag" for HJT 
One silver match box monogramed "HT" 


One helmet (dented) 


Miscellaneous Documents 


1. 


Marriage License (Hancock County, Miss.) issued 25 
December 1919, for Rites of Matrimony between Sgt. Henry 
J. Tudury and Miss Zelma Bermond. 


U.S. Army Discharge Certificate for HJT in recognition of 
service between 24 April 1917, and 9 August 1919. Issued 
in lieu of lost original on 15 April 1940. 


APPENDIX 2 
HISTORY OF THIS PRODUCTION 


In 1984 I secured the Henry Jetton Tudury Collection from 
Elsie Tudury Benigno and Marie Tudury Johnson of Bay St. 
Louis. 


At MGCCC (Perkinston Campus), Media Director Richard 
Marlowe shot each artifact and each document in color 
slide format. Then he grouped the items in various 
beautifully artistic compositions which were shot with and 
without an American flag background. Simultaneously, 
Career Counselor Russell Hatten, who is also a 
professional photographer, reproduced all the HJT 
photographs in black and white mode. Once these 
compositions and copies were made I returned the Tudury 
Collection to Bay St. Louis at which time the family 
donated the original diary-memoir, the Devil's Den 
panorama and the original medal citation documents to the 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History in Jackson. 
Russell Hatten contributed copies of some of the other 
pictures to that same repository. 


The Journal of Mississippi History published my edited 
version of the diary in its November 1985, issue under the 


title "The Diary of Henry Jetton Tudury: Mississippi's 
Most Decorated Doughboy of World War I." That article is 
reproduced in this booklet. 


In 1987 when MGCCC Public Information Director Winfred 
Moncrief convinced MGCCC President Barry L. Mellinger that 
the college should launch the MAGNOLIA SERIES, I suggested 
that the first of the series should be this present 
production. 


Since I was 1987-88 Program Chairman for the Mississippi 
Historical Society I undertook to prepare the program in 
time for its premier showing at the Society's annual 
meeting at the University of Mississippi (March 3-5, 
1988). 


To prepare this program, I looked at thousands of 
documentary photos shot by camermen during World War I. I 
then selected those pictures which best illustrated what 
HJT experienced, and Richard Marlowe rendered over 400 of 
them into slides. In the end, 215 of those slides were 
selected for the production. Next, Radio Broadcasting 
director Doug Hendon (Jeff Davis Campus) recorded my 
narrative of Tudury's words to fit the slides--a task much 
more difficult than it first appeared. He had to do it 
several times as I kept messing up the narration. 


The program did premier as a sound-slide program in rough 
form at Oxford on March 4, 1988. 


In the ensuing months, many slides had to be re-shot for 
various reasons. But, at last the production was ready for 
conversion into video-tape by Television Technician Doug 
Mansfield at Jackson County Campus. After many delays, the 
production was completed Nov. 22, 1988. As the final 
touches were made, Doug Mansfield and I realized that the 
date was Henry Jetton Tudury's 103 birthday. That fact 
was so stunning that Doug added the final message that 
appears on the tape. I must add here that Doug Mansfield 
is an electronics wizard. What he does would have been 
called witchcraft in an earlier age. He took the raw 
material produced by Richard Marlowe, Doug Hendon, Russell 
Hatten and myself and wove it together to form the final 
product. I think he did it magnificently. 

This production absorbed the time and talent of MGCCC 
personnel at all three academic campuses and as such 
represents the best tradition of a tri-campus college 
working to preserve the heritage of the people of its 
district and state. That is the purpose of the MAGNOLIA 
SERIES. 


Charles L. Sullivan 
Chairman, Department of Social Studies 
Perkinston Campus MGCCC 


